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Ford Adopts ESTECO Technology  
to Develop an Enterprise Multidisciplinary  
Design Optimization System  
The collaboration environment based on SOMO software platform 
was presented today at the PI Congress in Dusseldorf  
 
Trieste (Italy),  25th February 2015 – ESTECO announces that Ford Motor Company has adopted 
SOMO, the enterprise collaboration and distributed execution framework developed by ESTECO, 
as a key tool to enable an Enterprise Multidisciplinary Design Optimization (EMDO) System. The 
implementation was presented today by Dr. Yan Fu, Technical Leader of Business Strategy and 
Engineering Optimization at Ford, at the Product Innovation Congress in Dusseldorf.  
 
The automotive industry today – explains Yan Fu,	  Technical Leader of Business Strategy and 
Engineering Optimization at Ford – is challenged by numerous complex and often conflicting 
requirements. To satisfy these stringent requirements, we are increasingly relying on the use of 
the most promising technologies in simulations, analysis, and Multidisciplinary Design 
Optimization (MDO) for large-scale vehicle applications.” 	  	  
	  
Customized to meet Ford’s engineering processes and IT requirements, SOMO has brought 
MDO to the next level by streamlining the information flow and facilitating the distributed 
execution of complex engineering design projects. 
 
While networking multiple departments and geographically distributed organizations, ESTECO 
enterprise technology helps companies achieve an inst i tut ional ized and transparent 
management of the engineer ing MDO design process, with engineers truly enabled to 
focus on their work without depending on the schedules of other department experts. Collecting 
domain-specif ic models, integrating them into a large-scale optimization workflow, preserving 
and versioning all the data in a central archive as well as sharing results with managers and 
decision makers: all of these activities can now be efficiently carried out within a single, secure 
enterprise environment.  
	  
“With Ford – says Carlo Poloni,  President of ESTECO – we had the opportunity to adapt 
our collaboration technology to a real, multidisciplinary industrial scenario and to prove that an 
advanced enterprise technology is what you really need to fully exploit a MDO approach.” A 
pioneer in optimization technologies for the last 15 years, ESTECO has recently been moving 
forward to amplify the optimization advantages on an enterprise-wide scale, in line with the 
emerging needs of big industrial players like Ford. 
	  
“Our longstanding technical partnership with ESTECO – says Yan Fu – has enabled us to find a 
made-to-measure, highly flexible solution that integrates with our IT systems and meets our 
internal IT policies. For more than a decade modeFRONTIER desktop platform has been 
successfully used as a process integration, design optimization and decision support tool inside 
the organization. This close technical partnership has brought to life a common vision to expand 
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from the desktop paradigm to a web enabled solution – SOMO – capable of satisfying all design 
needs of a global enterprise like Ford.”  
 

### 
 

About ESTECO SpA 
ESTECO is a pioneer in numerical optimization solutions, specialized in the research and development of 
engineering software for all stages of the simulation-driven design process. Perfecting engineering and reducing 
complexity in the design process is our vision. Founded in 1999, the company is headquartered in Area Science 
Park in Trieste (Italy) and currently employs 40 professionals and serves more than 250 international clients 
including BMW, Daimler, Ferrari, FIAT, Ford Motor Company, Honda, Mazda, Toyota. modeFRONTIER, the 
company’s key product, is a multidisciplinary and multiobjective optimization platform capable of streamlining 
the engineering process through innovative algorithms and integration with leading simulation software. 
In numerous industries, modeFRONTIER has become essential to increasing the understanding of 
cost/performance factors and reducing product development time. www.esteco.com  


